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NOTE ON A SMALL COLLECTION OF PLEISTOCENE
MAMMALIAN FOSSILS FROM TUNGNAN, SZECHUAN

MincHeEN M. CHow

(Laboratory of Vertebrate Paleontology, Academua Sinica)

The fossils were sent to the Laboratory for identification in 1954 by some amateur
collectors from the fluvial or lacustrine deposit on the bank of Aikiang in the district
of Tungnan, Szechuan, about 150 kilometers up the River Chialing from the City of
Chungking.

The following six mammalian species are recognizable in the collection:

Magatapirus -augustus, A much worm third lower molar which is 40 mm long and
37.5 mm wide, is comparatively larger than the specimens from other localities,

Rhinoceros sp. A fragmentary pieée of an upper molar, very much hypsodont.
Sus cf. scrofa. A fourth milk molar, 26 mm long.

Rusa unicolor. A second upper molar, diamension 23)21.5 mm at the base of the
crown, which is hardly distinguishable from that of the living Rusa unicolor.

Muntiacus muntiacus. Three fragmentary antlers, all with the burr and bases of the tines
preserved.

Bovid, cf. Bubalus sp. Five morc or less complete and one broken molars (four upper
and two lower ones).

All the fossils, probably with exception of the tooth of Rusa unicolor, are much rolled
and polished. They show definite evidences of having been subjected to the processes of
transportation and redeposition. All the bones, teeth and antlers are jet black or dark brown
in color and highly fossilized.

The character of the faunule itself is essentially the same as that of the widely distributed
Ailuropoda-Stegodon fauna of South China, the geological age of which is now generally
considered as Middle Pleistocene.* But, disregarding their similarities in the composition of
mammalian faunas, the age of the fossil-bearing sediments of Tungnan is definitely younger
because most of the fossils had been transported and redeposited in the younger stratum.
It 1s probably of Late Pleistocene or still younger age.

The discovery at Tungnan is of some interest, because, although fissure and cave
deposits with rich Pleistocene mammalian remains are common in Szechuan and other
provinces in South China, their occurrence in the fluvial or lacustrine deposits is so far
limited only to a few scattered spots. As a matter of fact the only recorded instance is
that of Tzeyang which had been preliminarily reported by W. C. Pei (1952). The character
of the mammalian fauna as well as the nature of the preservation of the fossils are quite
similar between these of Tzeyang and Tungnan. According to the study of Pei the age
of the Tzeyang mammalian fauna may also be considered as of Late Pleistocene.

*After the present notc has been sent to press, the writer received some additional material from
the same locality including some fragmentary molary of Stegodon orientals and a mctapodial bone of a

Bubalus like bovid.
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I Magatapirus augastus, My, Crown view (DUHD, fine V. 859,

2. Rhinoceros sp., Fragment of a upper wmolav (RPN, vk V. S64

A Sus serofua, Brocken last lower molav GSabfy -2 Frmg), fisk V.o sas,

4. Rusa wnicolor, Upper molay (_R71E), i V. 862,

S Munlicens muntiacns, Fragment of antlev (RENaEl), fine V. 867,

6, Cervid (c¢f. Rusa wwicolor), Lett astragalus (a0, fiws 1. 865,

7T—8. Dubalus sp., Second upper molar, crown and lingual view (2 R (g, W00
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