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A NOTE ON THE HYAENID REMAINS FROM THE
LUNGTUNG CAVE DESCRIBED BY CHIA

Bysrn Kurtin

A fauna including homonid remains was recently described by Chia (1957) from
the Lungtung Cave near Changyang in Hup:i. The material includes a lower jaw
fragment of a large hyaena which was identiried as Hyaena witima Matsumoto,

‘The specimen (Chia, op. ciz.. Plate IV, figs. la—1Ic) has M; and the partially erupted
P4, both unworn. The short and thick-set trigonid of the carnassial, the relatively well-
developed talonid and the single, strongly trenchant talonid cusp (enteconid) all prove
thar this animal is not Crocuta crocuta ultima (Matsumoto). The characters agree per-
fectly with those of Hyaena brevirostiis sinensis (Owen), and the specimen from the
Lungiung Cave must be referred to this latter form.
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As has been shown by Kurtén (1956, 1957) these two hyaenid species have a great
stratigraphic importance. The presence of Hyaena brevirostyis in this fauna indicates that
iy minimum age is late Cormerian, a conclusicn which is in full agreement with that

drawn by Chia.
References

[1] Chia Lan-po, 1957: Notes on the human and some other mammalian remains from Changyang,
Hupei. Vert, Palasiat, I, 247—258,

(2] Kurtén, B, 1956: The status and affinities of Hyacng sinensis Owen and Hyaena ultima Matsu-
moto, Amer, Mus. Novitates, No, 1764 —1957, Mammal migrations, Cenozoic stratigraphy, and
the age of Peking Man and the australopithucines, Jour, of Paleontology, vol. 13, No, 1,



