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RECORDS OF VERTEBRATE FOSSILS IN OLD
CHINESE CLASSICS

L1 Cuaung-caiN
(Hubei College of Geology)

Researches on vertebrate palaeontology as a branch of science in China started
from Prof. Young Chung-chian was less than half a century up to present time. But
in history our ancestors already made observations and deseriptions on palaeoverte-
brata since 400 B.C. Therefore in the innumerable old literatures over 2000 years
accumulated some scattered and unsystematic materials which were listed below, first-
ly according to the classification of palaeontology and secondly according to the time
sequence it appeared.

1. Fish fossils

The first record of fish fossils in literature appeared in about 400 B.C. and later
in ‘‘Shanhaiking, Haiwaisiking’’ written about 6 A.D. TUntil about 300 A.D. in the
¢¢Chiinkochih’’ written by Sze Ma-peaun of the Tsin Dynastry recorted that there was
found fish fossils in Hsianghsiang, Hunan Province. Fish fossils were refered to in
many other books later. Tu Wan of North Sung Dynastry in his ‘‘Yunlinshehpu’’
published in about 960—1000 A. D., recognized that fish fossils were the remnants
of fishes in old times. They were deep burried and fossilized. There were false fish
fossils. The method of distinguishing them from the real ones was to burn the fossils
in fire and those had goatish smell were real. Other occurrences were Tsincheng of
the Shansi Province, Laiyang of the Shantung Province, Weinan of the Kansu Pro-

vinee, ete.
2. Mammalian fossils

In old times people in our country called the vertebrate fossils (execept fish) the
dragon bones. This term was especially used to name the mammalian fossils. The
earlist record appeared in the book ‘‘Shanhaiking, Chiingshanking’’ written in about
400 B.C. The dragon bones obtained through cannel cuttipg at Chengcheng, the
Shansi Provinee was recorded by Sze Ma-chian (145—86 B.C.) in his “Shehchi, Ho-
ch’iishu” written about 100 B.C. The other occurrences were Shunhua, Chihcheng,
Huailai, Ankao of the Hopei Province; Wensi, Paote, Yinghsian, Wutai of the Shansi
Province; Tengfeng, Konghsian, Yiihsian, Mianchi, Waishe of the Honan Province;
Chaoyang, Linyuan of the Liaonin Provinee; Hankou of the Hupei Provinee; Chung-
kin, Pachung of the Szechuan Province, ete.



