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A NEW PLIOHYRAX FROM SHANSI

Tune YUNG-SHENG

Huane Wan-ro

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Palaeoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Summary

The present paper gives description of a new species of Pliohyrex from the pro-
vinee of Shansi and a summary of the hyracoid fossils known from the late Tertiary

and early Pleistocene of China.
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In the winter of 1972, while investigating the *‘‘Hipparion beds’’ in southern
Shansi, two Pliohyrax teeth were bought from a drug store at Linfen. They are found
together with those of Indarctos, Ictitherium, Hipparion, Chilotherium, and Palaecotra-
gus ete. The fossils were reported to have come from Paote, Shansi. This indicates
that these Pliohyrax teeth are very likely from the Pliocene ‘‘ Hipparion beds’’ of Pao-
te.

The materials, a left M3 (type, IVPP, V 4696) and a right DP* (%, V 4696, 1),
represent a new species of the genus Pliohyraz. The third upper molar is quite
similar to that of Pliohyrax graecus from Pikermi and Samos in size and outline of
the tooth, but, on the other hand, there are characteristics which distinguish the
Shansi materials from that of P. graecus. Comparing with M3 of P. graecus, described
by Major in 1899, the tooth from Shansi has a more prominent cusp developed from
the internal cingulum between protocone and hypocone, and some cement is present
in the dental fossa and on the external wall in M3. Furthermore, this tooth differs
from that of the Greek species in having more convex posterior lobe of the external
lope and the bigger hypocone. The Shansi species is easily distinguished from other
known species of Pliohyraz in the size and the general outline of M3. A new specifie
name Pliochyraz orientalis, indicating its occurrence in the east part of Eurasia, is
proposed.

The outline of M3 of Pliochyrax occidentalis is quadrangular, the protocone not
conic, the parastyle and mesostyle inclining less anteriorly than that in P. graecus,
and the third lobe reduced. In these characteristics the species from Montpellier,
France, resembles more to Postschizotherium than to Pliohyraz graecus and P. orien-
falis. The teeth from Soblay of France, named Pliohyrax rossignoli by Viret in 1949,
are also very similar to Postschizotherium, judging from description of Viret (1947
and 1949). Therefore, the two species from the Pliocene of France should be separa-
ted from' Pliohyraz, and the name Neoschizotherium is restored, though the name is
not appropriate for a hyracoid, it is first proposed for Soblay’s specimen by Viret
in 1947.

The hyracoid species known to date from the late Tertiary and Pleistocene of
China are tabutaled as following:

Postschizotherium chardini Koenigs- Nihowan Lw. Pleist.
wald
P. cf. chardini Koenigswald Haiyen of Yiishe basin Lw. Pleist.
P. sp. Locality 12 of Choukoutien Lw. Pleist.
P. intermedium Koenigswald Kingyangpintsun of Yiishe (2)U. Plio.
basin
P. sp. ~ “Cap” of Choukoutien U. Plio.
P. licenti Koenigswald ? (2) Pont.
P. sp. Peihaitsun of Yiishe basin (%) Pont.

Pliohyraz orientalis sp. nov. Paote (), Shansi (?) Pont.



