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A NEW FOSSIL DERMATEMYDID FROM SINKIANG

YEH HSIANG-K’UEI

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Summary

Two specimens of fossil dermatemydid turtle were collected by a field party of
IVPP in 1966 from Sinkiang and sent to the present writer for determination.
According to the fields records, one specimen (V 4240), consisting of about anterior
4/5 of the carapace and plastron, was from Paleocene of Shanshan, and the other
one (V 4241), a complete plastron, was from Upper Cretaceous of Trufan. These
two specimens resemble entirely each other in size, shape and structures, and belong
obviously to same species.

In view of the characters, the specimens from Sinkiang may be referred to the
genus Mongolemys, and comparable closely to M. elegans. But, when we take an
essential comprison between them, we find that the present turtle differs still from
mentioned species in followings: 1) ornamentation on shell invisible, 2) 4th infra-
marginal largest, 3) plastron notched anteriorly, 4) anterior border of 4th vertebral
projected forward, 5) gulo-humeral sulcus intersected entoplastron deeply, 6) ento-
plastron large and broad, and 7) epiplastron strong. By these points, it seems
reasonably to consider our specimens as a new species—Mongolemys trufanensis, sp.
nov. The diagnosis of the new species is as follows: Size comparatively larger, shell
elliptic in shape and arched moderately, no distinet ornamentation on surface of shell.
Five vertebrals, 2nd, 3rd and 4th of them hexagonal and with their antero-lateral
sides equal roughly to postero-lateral ones. Nuchal large, defined to 1st vertebral.
Eight neurals, most of them hexagonal and with short-lateral borders in front.
Plastron not reduced, composed of six scutes, notched slightly in front and truncated
behind. Gular present, no intergular, inframarginal four in number, last one largest,
Bridge broad, length between axilliary and inguinal notch longer than that of an-
terior or posterior lobe of plastron. Entoplastron large and broad, not intersected by
humero-peetoral.
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@ HsE i, Wikl (Mongolemys trufanensis, sp. nov.) X1/3
1. Vv 4240, ¥ HEEPM (Dorsal view of carapace),
| 2. Vv 4240, EHEEM (Ventral view of plastron),
3.V 4241, EHEI (Ventral view of plastron),




