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FOOTPRINTS FROM JINGHONG, YUNNAN

Young Chung-chien

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

The here described footprints have been send to me by Mr. Xiao, Y. W. of the
Fifth Party belonging to the Geological Bureau of the Yunnan provinee. It is located
at Xishuangbana Taizuzizhizhou. The specimen discovered by the named party at
Damenlung, Jinghong Xian, Aecording to Mr. Xiao they are some poorly preserved
fossil plants. The specimen with footprints was discovered from a series of ignous
rocks. Its age was not determined with certainty.

There are about nine more or less well preserved footprints but only a few ones
are in good condition. In addition, traces of the plate I enlarged four times and two
of them shown in plate II enlarged ten times. Both the anterior and the posterior ones
are with three fingers. The anterior one is much shorter than the posterior one. The
anterior-posterior length: hand, 7.5mm and the foot 15mm. Both with the palm
clearly shown.

As there is no other fossils associated with the footprints, it is very difficult to
determine to what kind of animal our footprints belonging to. Yet, it is rather proba-
ble that the footprints may belong to the family Agamidae nearly related to the living

genus Draco.
It is of interesting to note that the Kuchneosaurous deseribed by Robinson is a

flying lizard of Triaasic age. In addition, there is a similar form deseribed by Colbert
as Iccrosaurus from North America. Both genera are too old in age for being considered
here seriously. The age of the Yunnan specimen is most probably late Cretaceous or

early Tertiary age.”
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