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THE EARLY PLEISTOCENE IN TUNLIU, SHANXI

Zong Guanfu, Tang Yingjun, Xu Qingi
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Yu Zhengqgi
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Abstract

On the basis of the contact between the strata, their lithological characteristics
and fossil remains, the Pleistocene in Tunliu, southeastern Shanxi, may be subdivieed
into three formations from above to below.

1. The Xiaochangcun Formation: The fluviolacustrine series. Grey-yellowish, grey-
greenish sands, mild clays and clays. More than 10 metres. The mammal fossils in-
clade Myospalax tingi, Canis varibilis,? Archidiskodon sp. Equus sammeniensis, Coelo-
donta antiquitatis, Sus lydekkeri ete.. Judging from the fossils and the contact between
the strata the Xiaochangeun Formation would represent the Early stage of the Middle

.

Pleistocene.

2. The Dagiang Formation: The red sandy clays spread widely in southeastern
Shanxi. It did not yield any fossil. Sometimes more than 10 metres.

3. The Xicun Formation: The fluviolacustrine deposits. Light violet, yellow-
greenish and grey sands, sandy clays and clays. More than 20 metres. The mammalian
fossils yielded in this formation are abundant:

Mimomys cf. banchigonicus
Lutra cf. licents

Stegodon ef. chiai
Proboscidipparion sinense
Hipparion sp.

Coelodonta antiquitatis
Axis shansius

Cervus (Rusa) elegans
Cervus sp.

Gazella sinensis

-
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Gazella cf. blacki
Gazella sp.
Capreolus sp.
Bison sp.

All of them are widely distributed in the early stage of the Barly Pleistocens in
northern China. There are a few relic species of Pliocene. The Xicun Fauna may be
correlated with the Nihowan or Xihodu Fauna.

Consequently, the Dagiang Formation would represent the late parts of the early
pleistocene, but it may represent the early parts of the Middle Pleistocene too.
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