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Fig.1 Footprints of artiodactyls from mid-Miocene Tunggur Formation, Nei Mongol
1,4, Two-toe footprint with the third and the forth digits distinct; 2. Four-toe . footprint with all
four subequal toes distinct; 3. Two-toe footprint with its posterior part joined and the anterior
part distinct
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FOOTPRINTS OF ARTIODACTYLS IN TUNGGUR, NEI MONGOL
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Abstract

Three kinds of artiodactyl footprints from Tunggur Formation are described: 1)
four-toe footprint with all four subequal toes distinct;2) two-toe footprint with the
posterior part joined and the anterior part distinct;3) two-toe footprint with the third
and the forth digits completely distinct.

The anterior part of the four-toe footprint made by the third and the forth digits
was about the same size and the same level as the posterior part of the footprint
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made by the second and the fifth digits. This kind of footprint described in the
present paper was left by primitive artiodactyls. At present, this field of investigation
is lying fallow. Although most of the artiodactyls in Tunggur period left only
two-toe footprint, four-toe footprint reflects a relatively early stage of evolution from
four-toe to two-toe artiodactyls since the first appearance of artiodactyls in Early
Eocene.

References

Hower W H, Lydekker R, 1891. Mammal living and extinct. London:Adam and Charles Black. 1~763

Kordos L, 1983. Footprints in lower Miocene sandstone at Ipolytarnéc, N. Hungary. Geol Hungarica Ser
Palaeontologica fasc. 263~ 381

Kordos L, 1985. Paleoenvironment at Ipolytarnéc paleogeographic reconstruction of the lower Miocene VIIIth
Congress of the Regional Committee on Mediterranean Neogene Stratigraphy. Hungarian Geological Survey,
Field Guide. 1~33 -

Qiu Z X(E &%), Yan D F(E M KR), Chen G F(BREF) er al, 1987. A succinct report on paleontology
exploration in Tung-gur, Nei Mongol. Sci Bull (Bl2£3E#), 32(19):1487~ 1491 (in Chinese and English)



