B29% B HE®EDWER Ry PE

1991 £ 1 A . VERTEBRATA PaALAsiaTica

S R -

X BRIFE EVERITFHTEE S, RET 1988 4 12 J 26 BEER AL EEER
WAL, F4F 94 %o NIFHTEE TR —EB N THENE, EEWADYEFERTRETE
Ri&sho EEHEL EHDMEHAREHRELE RPN HTHXFR. N 1921 EEE
1923 £ 8, MuREH B S W% BEAEPER T KB AGRELIE, 2 ERESEChE &
EMEIEREZT ERETE, APEF  PEE=ZLERHZaWRLE(1924); hEIE
M 2 BRI AE(1925); MEEERMLE (1925); HEERME B2 B RN A (1926);
THEARMCAF RILZBEI27); AL FEE ML > EH A0 A (1928) s hEREE =41
HEFLAL A (1930); D R e B 28 (1935) 0 ZEXEIR I, RIVIZR THA, MEAF
W, Xt — W R P EX IR AREE T RIFIEM. thih, R EESL A O E R
i ARMH W ER IR, TRER &AM R —K Bk, AN EET, H
SRR AL R At o

IN MEMORIAL TO OTTO ZDANSKY

Born on 28 November 1894 in Vienna, Austria, Otto Zdansky died in Uppsala, Sweden
on 26 December 1988. Zdansky first was educated in a private school and subsequently attend-
ed a technical high school to study engineering. The First World War interrupted his school-
ing during the years 1914—1918 when he served in the Austro-Hungarian army. After the
War, Zdansky studied vertebrate paleontology under Othenio Abel at the University of Vien-
na. His doctorate, awarded in 1921, was on the temporal region of the turtle skull. Zdansky
then spent June-November 1920 in Uppsala, Sweden, engaged in post-doctoral work with
Carl Wiman.

The discovery of fossil mammals (“Hipparion fauna’) in eastern China by the Swedish
geologist Johan Gunnar Andersson in 1916 led to a turning point in Zdansky’s career. In
1920, Andersson asked Wiman to send a vertebrate paleontologist to China to work for subsis-
tence and the exclusive right to publish on the fossil vertebrates collected. Wiman relayed the
request to Zdansky, who sailed for China in May 1921. Zdansky collected in China until the
end of 1923. Major projects included the “Peking Man Cave” at Zhoukoudian where Zdansky
discovered hominid fossils, late Cenozoic Hipparion faunas from Henan and Shanxi, Eocene
mammals from Shandong and Shanxi and Jurassic dinosaurs from Mengyin, Shandong. By
the end of 1923, Zdansky’s funding was exhausted, and he returned to Europe, never to visit
China again.

In Europe, a paucity of academic positions for vertebrate paleontologists made it impossi-
ble for Zdansky to obtain the professorship he sought. So, from 1924 to 1927, he worked as a
preparator at the Paleontological Institute in Uppsala. During the evenings, Zdansky undertook
research on the fossil vertebrates he collected in China, producing a series of now classic mo-
nographs published in Paldcontologia Sinica. These were on late Cenozoic carnivores (1924),
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Quaternary carnivores (1925), fossil deer (1925) and Paracamelus (1925). In 1927, Zdansky
turned down the opportunity to return to China and reopen the excavations at Zhoukoudian
and instead accepted a professorship at the Egyptian University in Cairo. He also married a
Swedish woman that year.

Before World War II, Zdansky frequently visited Uppsala to continue research on the
collections he had made in China, resulting in additional monographs on the Zhoukoudian
Quaternary fauna (1928), the Eocene mammals of northeastern China (1930) and Egwus and
other perissodactyls (1935). In 1939, Zdansky took his wife and son to Sweden where they re-
mained for the duration of World War II. Zdansky, himself, returned to Sweden in 1951. Af-
ter 1951, Zdansky worked part time for several years at the Paleontological Institute in Up-
psala and occasionally taught classes until his retirement.

I met Otto Zdansky once, in Uppsala in 1982 when Niall Mateer and I talked with him for
several hours of his experiences in China. Although already in his 80’s, Zdansky was lucid and
spoke excellent English. He told us of how the field records of his Chinese collecting had been
stolen with other luggage on the Trans-Siberian railway during the Winter of 1923 on his return
to Europe. Zdansky remembered Roy Chapman Andrews as a ‘“vulgar, back-slapping Ameri-
can,” but spoke highly of Walter Granger, whom he greatly admired. We sensed in Zdansky
a certain bitterness over how others-especially Andersson-had taken credit for his discoveries in
China. This, and Zdansky’s dissapointment over never having been offered a professorship
in a European university, seemed to explain why he essentially abandoned vertebrate paleon-
tology after the 1930’s.

I shall always remember Otto Zdansky for his fieldwork and monographs on the fossil
vertebrates of China which laid so much of the first foundation of our understanding of ve-
rtebrate evolution in Asia. And, it is Zdansky who deserves credit for discovering hominids at
Zhoukoudian that lead to the subsequent discovery of a hominid skull there in 1929 and many
other important fossils. Much more about the life and writings of Otto Zdansky can be found
in volume 11 of the Bulletin of the Geological Institutions of the University of Uppsala, pub-
lished in 1985.

(Spencer G. Lucas)



