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THE FIRST CHINESE LABYRINTHODONTS

Friedrich von Huene

(Tiibingen University, Germany)

Recently Dr. C. C. Young had the kindness to send me for eventual determination
the firs: two specimens of fragmentary Labyrinthodont plates ever found in China. They
are excellsnt coloured casts of the originals. And I am obliged to say a few words on them
in this Journal. They come from the middle Triassic of south-eastern Shansi with Sizo-
kannemeyeria and other Theromorphs.

The larger specimen is from Hsishiwa, northwes: of Lotzeyue near Wuhsiang. This
sculptured plate is the anterior part of an interclavicle. Tt is little vaulted in the trans-
verse direction. Laterally it shows the imprinted marks of the clavicular plates with
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curved medial limits. In the longitudinal direction it is only half of the plate. The sculp-
ture of the vaulted outside comsists of radial furrows and central pits; as farther from
the centre the pits become more or less elongated. The central pifs are not round, but
angular, Between the radial furrows are more or less sharp and prominent and partly
branchiated edges. The inner side of the plate is smooth and there—with horse-shoe-like
limit—a thickening of the posterior part is visible.

The small fragment of the middle part of a skull comes {rom Niukouho near Lotze-
yue, Wuhsiang. It has the same type of sculpture, sharper still than the interclavicle, but
is too small for location in the skull-roof.

The type of sculpture is that of lower and middle Triassic Capitosaurids, as thar of
Heptasaurus cappelensis Wepfer in the German Bunter (Lower Triassic) or Mastodon-
saurus in German middle Triassic, which also occurs in the Russian zone VII (upper
Triassic). But it is similar to other Capitosaurids as Parotosaurus, Kestrosaurus, Ha-
drakkosaurus and others. The preserved fragmentary parts of the plates are not sufficient
for an accurate determination of the genus.
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Fig. 2. Fragment of skull-roof of a Capitosaurid

Labyrinthodont from the middle Triassic of
Niukouho, Lotzeyue, Wuhsiang, X .

B 3 SR IEREH B kW9 — - Heprasaurus
cappelensis Wepfer WM, B B
WHT=BLmpE, x 1.25.

Fig. 3. For comparison: Interclavicula of the Capi-
tosaurid Labyrinthodont  Heptasaurns  cap-
pelensis Wepfer from the lower Triassic of
the Black Forest in South-Germany, X}1.25.






