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DISCOVERY OF PALEOLITHS ON THE TIBET-
TSINGHAI PLATEAU

CHiv CHUNG-LANG

(nstitute of Vertebrate Paleontology, Academia Sinica)

While making a geological reconnaissance on the Tibet Tsinghai Platean, Mr, T. P.
Chao of the Institute of Geology, Academia Sinica, discovered several sites bearing some
flaked stone artifacts. According to Mr, Chao, all the stone artifacts were collected from
the surface of the riverterrace, not in situ in the geological stratum. But no pot-sherd,
nor polished stone implement was found with them, though particular attention was paid
by him to search for such Neolithic materials, Considering theiy characters and occur-
rence, it seems that they are undoubtedly Palcoliths,

Except the Paleolithic Locality Garmu, which is about 3300 m above the sza level,
all the other three Localities are more than 4300 m in aliitude (Fig, 1). It is highly in-
teresting to find Paleoliths in such high alttude for the first time,

A short descripticn of the Paleoliths is given in the following.

LocaLiTy 1, NEAR HualHO

This Locality is situated on the river bank about 2 km west of Huatho, an important
city in the north-east part of Tibet. From this Locality two pieces of stone artifacts
(Fig. 2) were collected, One of them is a conic nucleus, typical for the Microlithic in-
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dustry which is widely distributed in the northern part of China, north of The Great
Wall. The age of the Chinese Microliths is known to be from Mesolithic to Neolithic.

LocALITY 2, TOTOHO-YAN, OR BANK OF THE ToTto RIVER

Totoho-yan (bank of the Toto River) is a small settlement of Tibetians on the bank
of the Oulan-Mulon River, a tributary of the Tungtienho or the source river of Yang-
tzekiang. The Paleclithic sites are located about 10 km north of this settlement. From this
Locality 3 pieces of Paleoliths were found. One of them is a convex scraper made
of yellow calcedony by chipping from one side (Fig, 3).

LocaLity 3, HUOHUOSHILI

This Locality is found about 20 km south of Huohuoshili, another Tibetian _settle-
ment on the bank of the Chiishuai River, also a tributary of the Tungtienho.

From this Locality 5 pieces of Paleoliths were collected, most of them being made
of rolled river-pebbles,

Pebble-tools-4 pieces, worked only at one end or one side of a flat pebble and the other
parts remained unworked (Figs, 4 & 5). They might be used by the ancient man for
chopping,

Another piece seemed be a nucleus from which attempts to detach some flakes were
unsuccesful . Of course being too bad in quality, this nucleus was not in use (Fig.
6). However, such a piecce was also able to serve as a hammer stene, but no trace of
hammering was left,

Flake-tool—Only on one part of one face of another piece, the original rolled surface
is preserved and all its edges were trimmed. (Fig., 6). Its form looks like a discoid
tool. (Fig. 7).

LocaLiTYy 4, SANCHIOKUO

This Locality is situated on a silicified limestone terrace, about 98 km south-west of
Garinu, a town on the border of the Tsaidamu Basin and west of the source of the
Yellow River. From this Locality one quatzite scraper (Fig. 8) was collected. The
chipping of this tool was effected by one side secondary work and one denticulated
working-edge was shaped out,

CONCLUSION

1. As described above, the flaked stone artfacts from the Tibet-Tsinghai Plateau,
west of the source of both the Yangtzekiang and the Yellow River, are undoubtedly
of Paleclithic age, with the exception of the Microlith from Huaiho (Loc. 1). Such a
statement is chiefly supported by the technique of working and by the patination on
the specimens. But for the scantiness of materials, the nature of the culture and the
archacological age are not possible to deterimine.
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2. At the present day such places on the high Plateau where the Paleoliths were
found, are difficult for human inhabitation on account of their high aldtude, ‘The
question whether the makers of these Palaeoliths were a special human race adapted for
such an inhabitation on high altitude or the Localitics were uplifted after the Paleolithic
epoch is for the present impossible to be settled,

3. On the whole, this is the first time to discover Palecliths in such a high Plateau

in western China and it opens the way forsearching the fossil man in the vast territory
of Tibet and Tsinghal,

Finally the writer is indebted to Mr. Chao for his gift of the specimen and to
my teacher, Prof. W, C, Pei for his guidance and his kindness in making the sketch
drawings of the stone artifacts.




