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ON THE AGE OF HO-TUO COAL SERIES, KEIYUAN,
YUNNAN

(Summary)

Hu, C. C. Hu, CHANG-KANG

(Geological Museun:, Minisiry of Geology) (Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology, Academia Sinica)

Two Coal Series are present in the lignite field of Hsiaolungtan, which is located
at about 16 km. NW of Keiyuan Distrit, Yunnan. The lower one is called Hslaolungtan
Coal Series, the upper Hotuo Coal Series,

Since long the cxact age of the two lignite deposits remained uncertain. The age of
the lower one was later determined as Pliocene by Young and Bien, and was confirmed
to be Pontien in 1957 by the discovery of several teeth of Dryopithecus and Tetralophodon.
Recently the senior writer collected a rather well preserved antler of a rusine deer from

Hotuo Coal Series. It furnishes further evidence regarding the age of Hotuo Coal Series.

The antler evidently belongs to a deer of Rusa group comparable to R. unicolor but
smaller in size. It is stout and rugose, rounded in cross section, three-tined, with the

brow tine forming a 60° angle with the beam.

Since Rusa the genus made its first appearance in the Upper Pliocene, therefore the
age of the Hotou Series can hardly be older than the late Pliocene. According to the
stratigraphical occurrenec of the fossil in the section about which the reader is referred
to the preceding paper by Woo (p. 43), the Hotou Series is unconformably overlain by
a series of gravels, sands, and clays of Quaternary age. Therefore the age of Hotou Coal
Series 1s probably the Upper Pliocene.



